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had naturally opposed the progress of the Revolution, she
could not have denied that, though she might and did deny
some of the special allegations made against her, and as one
of the defeated side, she could not have expected mercy. Had
she conquered, would she have been merciful ? Herman
summed up against her in violent terms; the jury after one
hour's deliberation found her guilty; Fouquier-Tinville de-
manded the extreme penalty of the law, and Herman accord-
ingly passed sentence of death upon her. On the afternoon
of the same day, October 16, the daughter of Maria Theresa
and widow of a king of France, strangely altered from her
former self, if the pen and ink sketch of her on her way to
the guillotine, made on the spot by David,1 may be trusted,
underwent the penalty of death on the Place de la Revolution
Before the story of agony written on that haggard, withered
face, criticism is forced to be silent. Marie Antoinette had
many faults, and committed many political mistakes, she was
her husband's evil genius, and for that reason the evil genius
of France also; but she expiated her errors by months and
years of terrible suffering, and however necessary it may have
been to point out her faults and mistakes in the course of this
history, before the spectacle of her death no feelings but those
of pity can be experienced.

The other exceptional trial was that of the Girondins,
which lasted from October 24 to 30. Mention has already
been made of the fate of those Girondin leaders who escaped
from Paris; those who remained lost their lives earlier, but
did not suffer so much. It will be remembered that some of
the greatest Girondin orators and thinkers, notably Vergniaud
and Gensonne', had refused to leave Paris and join the insur-
gents in Normandy, because they disapproved of the civil

regard to her son, which is purposely passed over in the text, it will be
sufficient to refer to the evidence of Princess Elizabeth in Charles Ostyn's
Le Proces de Mwne Antoinette in the Revolution Fran$au>e for March, 1884,
p. 859.

1 This sketch is reproduced as a frontispiece to the second volume of
Campardon's Tribunal Xtt volution navre.
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